

Highways risk assessment 

The outline of this Risk Assessment is intended to prompt you to think about hazards that could be encountered when undertaking activities on the highway.  

It will also help you to consider whether the risk can be minimised or whether the activity should not take place.

For individual specific tasks on low traffic volume and low traffic speed roads many of the hazards identified in the risk assessment might not be encountered.  

However, each activity at differing locations will present its own risks and these should also be considered. 
Please speak with your Community Highway Liaison Officer with any concerns.

Ensure the risks and the identified actions are communicated to everyone undertaking the activity.  

Risk Assessment Record for Activities undertaken within the Highway

Location:










Activity:

Assessor:










Date of Risk Assessment:






	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What actions could be taken to minimise the risk?
	

	Do you need to do anything else to control this risk?
	When was this action taken?

	Restricting the safe use of the highway for road users 
	Pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians and motorists
	Everyone undertaking activities on the highway are to be informed that they have a responsibility for the safety of themselves and others.  
Whilst concentrating upon the particular task in hand, everyone should be aware of where they are working and the potential hazards involved.  
Pay particular attention to the needs of people with disabilities, elderly people, children and those with push chairs.

Consider the positioning of people and equipment during the activity and the highway condition after the activity with regard to the potential for slips, trips and falls.

Activities at locations where traffic could be disrupted must be assessed by a competent person for appropriate traffic control measures and the Highways team informed.  

Do not disrupt traffic flow in the vicinity of a level crossing.

If there is any doubt, contact your local Community Highway Liaison Officer for advice.


	
	
	

	Collision with other road users
	Person undertaking the activity
	Everyone undertaking activities on the highway are to be informed that they have a responsibility for the safety of themselves and others.  

Whilst concentrating upon the particular task in hand, everyone should be aware of where they are working and the potential hazards involved. 

Remain alert at all times and do not work alone where it is not possible to face oncoming traffic.
Wherever possible, activities should be undertaken away from vehicle traffic e.g. on the pavement or in verge areas.
Wear high visibility clothing such as fluorescent/reflective vests/coats.

Plan activities for periods of light traffic flow and away from other road hazards such as blind bends, busy junctions, etc.
Do not undertake activities during adverse weather conditions or when visibility is poor.

If the activity involves working within the carriageway, consideration must be given to the requirements of the Code of Practice for Safety at Street Works and Road Works, which can be found at www.gov.uk/government/publications/safety-at-street-works-and-road-works.

Even when working within a coned off area, be aware of the possibility of vehicles intruding into this area, potentially at speed.
If there is any doubt, contact your local Community Highway Liaison Officer for advice.

	
	
	

	Collision with other road user whilst driving
	Person undertaking the activity & other road users
	Drivers are personally responsible for their vehicle and compliance with the Road Traffic Acts and Highway Code.
Plan activities for periods of light traffic flow and away from other road hazards such as blind bends, busy junctions, etc.
Park vehicles in a safe place whilst undertaking activities.

	
	
	

	Medical Conditions & Injuries
	Person undertaking the activity & other road users
	Consider required fitness levels appropriate for the activity.

Consider exposure to extreme weather conditions such as working in freezing temperatures or in too much sun and the potential adverse health effects.  
Consider the use of safety clothing (such as footwear, gloves, eye protection, ear defenders etc.) if associated risks with the activity or the location have been identified.

Due to the risk of electrocution do not work in the vicinity of overhead power cables.


	
	
	

	Slips, trips & falls
	Person undertaking the activity
	Be aware of slip, trip and fall hazards (e.g. kerbs, ironwork covers, uneven surfaces) within the highway.
Be vigilant when it is necessary to cross difficult terrain and wear appropriate footwear.

Take care when carrying or using equipment/materials/tools.  Do not lift items that are too heavy and do not use them for anything other than their intended purpose. 


	
	
	

	Injury from manual handling 
	Person undertaking the activity
	Avoid manual handling wherever possible and consider the use of mechanical handling aids 

Ensure everyone is aware of the injury risks associated with manual handling.  


	
	
	

	Exposure to harmful substances 


	Person undertaking the activity
	Be aware of the risk of exposure to Leptospirosis/Weils Disease when working near to watercourses; culverts; ditches; floodwater; and animals (urine and foetal fluids from cattle).  This is a serious and sometimes fatal infection which starts with a flu-like illness and a persistent and severe headache.  Where necessary, wear suitable waterproof clothing to eliminate any contact with materials that may carry the hazard and maintain a high standard of personal hygiene.

Hazardous substances could be:

· inhaled (breathing in dust or fume);

· swallowed (through not washing hands before eating, drinking or smoking); and/or

· absorbed through the skin or through cuts in the skin (cement or solvent dermatitis).

Avoid contact with bodily fluids.


	
	
	

	Injury from contact with animals


	Person undertaking the activity
	Consider contacting the owner of any adjacent premise to the activity to ensure that dangerous animals are kept secure.  Ensure all gates are kept closed.

Seek medical assistance for any injury caused by an animal.

	
	
	

	Incidents whilst lone working
	Person undertaking the activity
	Each person undertaking an activity should maintain contact and traceability with an agreed other.  

Everyone should be aware of the potential to meet aggressive behaviour and should act in a manner to discourage this.
No one should put themselves at unnecessary risk.  


	
	
	

	.

Injury from use of equipment / tools / materials
	Person undertaking the activity
	Each individual undertaking an activity should be familiar with the equipment, tools and materials being used.

Consideration should be given to each individual activity at each individual site to mitigate the risk of injury to the user and the general public.

All equipment and tools used must be regularly inspected; any required maintenance carried out; and the manufacturer’s instructions adhered to.
All equipment and tools must be visually checked prior to use and stored safely to protect from any sharp or pointed edges
Regular visual checks should be undertaken to ensure no hand tools are missing if there is a risk of misuse.

	
	
	

	Site specific hazards
	Person undertaking the activity & other road users
	Consider the local circumstances for the specific location where the activity is taking place and record them here…

	
	
	


Ensure the detail of this risk assessment is communicated to everyone undertaking the activity.  

